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Greenroads® in Tacoma 

– Greenroads 

• Getting Started 

• Benefits 

– Certified Projects 

• Challenges  

• Solutions 

– What’s next? 

Leach Creek 



What is 

Greenroads? 

 

Greenroads is a 

sustainability rating 

system for roadway 

design & 

construction. 

• Applicable to all 

roadway projects 

• A holistic way of 

considering 

roadway design & 

construction. 

Paving Clay  

Huntington Way 

Clay Huntington Way with LED Lights 



     Greenroads Details 

Photo courtesy of the Port of Tacoma 

By: Aequalis Photography 



Greenroads Requirements 

1. Environmental Review Process 

2. Life Cycle Cost Analysis 

3. Life Cycle Inventory 

4. Quality Control Plan 

5. Noise Mitigation Plan 

6. Waste Management Plan 

7. Pollution Prevention Plan 

8. Low Impact Development Plan 

9. Pavement Management System 

10.Site Maintenance Plan 

11.Educational Outreach 

 

 

Pollution Prevention on  

Clay Huntington Way 

Requirements we already do. 

Requirements we should do anyway. 



Tacoma Policies 

Climate Action 
Plan 

Sustainable 
Purchasing Policy 

Complete 
Streets 

Greenroads 
(Underway) 



 Develop a Green Roads Policy and Program, 

thereby becoming a Greenroads community.  

 Requirements 

 Achieve an equivalent Greenroads Certification for all 

new road construction and full road right of way 

reconstruction 

 Certify an example of each form of road type by 

Greenroads. Road types include: arterial, residential, 

alley, trail, and bridge 

 Strive for Greenroads Gold, or equivalent, certification 

on all new road construction and full road right of way 

reconstruction projects over five million dollars 

Green Roads Resolution  
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Benefits of Greenroads 

• Helps us more fully implement our commitments  

• Greenroads speaks engineer. 

• More efficient projects. 

• Resource for new technologies 

• Inspires Interdepartmental Communication 

 

 

Earth day  

Opening Pitch 

Award for  

Clay Huntington Way 



Tacoma’s Greenroads 

Clay Huntington Way 
• Private Road 

• Silver Certified 

Alaska Street  
• Arterial  

• Silver Certified 

Asotin Court 
• Residential  

• Bronze Certified  

Wapato Lake Drive  
• Residential  

• Silver Certified 
Alaska Ribbon Cutting 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenroads  

Checklist 
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Cheney Stadium  

Sustainable Stormwater Project 

  



Clay Huntington Way 

Stormwater Cost Analysis 

Green infrastructure half the cost of 

traditional improvements  

 



Alaska Street  

56th – 72nd  

• Sidewalk & Pedestrian  

• Bike Lanes 

• Transit stops 

• Signal upgrades 

• Scenic Views of Wapato Lake 

• Wetland Mitigation 

• Sustainable Landscaping 

• Regional & Recycled Materials 

 

 
 

 Pervious Concrete  

Parking Lanes 
Standard Road 

100% Recycled Subbase 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenroads  

Status Sheets 
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Wapato Lake 

Drive 

Pavement 

Technologies 
• Pervious Asphalt 

• Cool Pavement 

• 99% of materials 

purchased came from 

within 50 miles 

Construction 

Challenges 
• Gutters  

• Ballast 

 



Asotin  

Court 

Construction 

Activities 
• Regional Materials 

• Tagro 

• Water tracking 

• Environmental Training 

• Paver Emission 

Reduction 

Construction 

Challenges 
• Choker Course 

• Curb Construction 



What’s wrong with this picture? 

Green infrastructure is 

changing rapidly.  You need 

a core team of engineering, 

geotechnical, materials, 

inspection & maintenance 

staff.  
 



Conclusions 

Greenroads provides tools to assist engineers, 
leadership, and elected officials to make informed 
decisions about rebuilding sustainable roads. 

Green infrastructure is a cost-effective strategy for 
managing stormwater and rebuilding roads. 

Both require a hands-on approach with a 
knowledgeable team. 



How GREEN is your street? 
 

City of Tacoma 

Environmental Services 

Jessica Knickerbocker, Project Engineer   

jknicker@cityoftacoma.org 

 

mailto:jknicker@cityoftacoma.org

